The Weather 

Today — Partly cloudy, windy, high 
40 to 45, low in the 20s. Chance of 
precipitation 10 percent. Tuesday — 
Increasing cloudiness, high 40 to 
45. Yesterday — 9 a.m. AQI: 11. 
Temp, range: 41-35. Details, C2. 
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FBI Has Copy of Jonestown 
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By Charles A. Krause 

WashinKton Post Forol^n Servlco 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Jan. 28 
—The FBI has transcripts of at least 
some of the radio messages sent be- 
tween Jonestown and the Peoples 
Temple headquarters in Georgetown 
during the hours immediately pre- 
ceding the mass suicide-murder that 
left more than 900 of the late Rev. 
Jim Jones’ followers dead Nov. 18. 

The Peoples Temple radio link 
from the remote agi-ieultural com- 
mune to the Georgetown headquai> 
ters was monitored during those final 
hours by an American, who said he 
copied down the coded messages but 
could not understand them at the 



time. He agi-eed to discuss his activ- 
ities on the condition tliat he not be 
identified. 

Now the messages have been de- 
coded, based on a Peoples Temple 
codebook obtained by the FBI, and 
are being used in the U.S. investiga- 
tion of events surrounding tlie death 
of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.) at 
Port Kaituma and the suicide-murder 
at nearby Jonestown. 

From the transcripts, the FBI now 
has evidence that Jones or one of 
his top lieutenants at Jonestown 
ordered loyalists in Georgetown to 
kill io members of the concerned re- 
latives group wlio had not accom- 
panied Ryan to the commune. 

The 10 relatives were staying at 



the Pegasus Hotel here and had not 
yet learned of the congressman's 
death. 

The message, according to in- 
formed sources here, was received 
probably by Sharon Amos, one of the 
Temple’s leaders in Georgetown, who 
it is believed ordered the killings to 
be carried out. Amos and her three 
children were later found dead, their 
throats slashed, in a bathroom of the 
cult headquarters. 

Why the 10 members of the con- 
cerned relatives group were not 
killed is still a mystery. It is known 
that Stephen Jones, the Rev. Jones’ 
only natural son, and a group of 
other cult members did go to ihe 
Pegasus to meet with some of the 



concerned relatives after the mes- 
sage was received. What their inten- 
tions were is still a matter of specu- 
lation, although it is known, from the 
radio messages, that the temple 
headquarters here was not stocked 
with guns or ammunition. 

This is now known because mem- 
bers of the temple group in George- 
town, who were ordered to kill them- 
selves after killing the concerned 
relatives, radioed back to Jonestown 
saying that they had nothing to kill 
themselves with. 

A message, came back, again in 
code, spelling out the beginning of 
the word “knife," According to 
sources familiar with the decoded 
messages, only three letters “k-n-i," 
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Radio Messages 



were transmitted — apparently 
enough to get the message across. 

This message was received, accord- 
ing to the sources, by three persons 
then in the radio room at the George- 
town house. Among those there at the 
time w'as Lianne Harris, Amos’ daugh- 
ter by a first marriage, who indicated 
over the radio that she wanted to die 
along with those at Jonestown, the 
sources said. 

Charles Beikman, a temple member, 
and Stephen Jones have been charged 
by Guyanese police with the murders 
of Amos and her three children. 
Sources who have knowledge of the 
radio message transcripts said that, 
even if Harris indicated she was pre- 
pared to die, that would not necessar- 



ily mean she and the others were not 
aided in killing themselves by some- 
one else. Almost everyone familiar 
with the manner in which Amos and 
her children died agrees that they 
could not all have slashed tlieir own 
throats without assistance. 

A.ccording to those familiar with 
the transcripts now in the FBI’s pos- 
session, the decision to monitor the 
Peoples Temple radio link was made 
more by accident than design. The 
shortwave radio operator in George- 
town said he had inadvertently 
learned the frequency used by the 
Peoples Temple and decided to listen 
in on the communications being sent 

See GUYANA, A10, CoI. 1 
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^ Larry Layton, left, and Stephen Jones have been charged with murder in. Guyana. 



GUYANA, From A1 

and forth because the operator 
-knew that Rep. Ryan was; at Jones- 
.town. 

f. When the operator sensed that there 
-might be trouble, largely because of 
..the urgency with which the messages 
jwere being sent, he began copying 
-.ac'.vn^ what he was hearing even 
Ahough he could not break the code 
•The operator said he did not copy 
;dov/n ail of the messages. 

% However, Mike Carter, who served 
»as Jonestown’s chief radio , operator 
,.1s still alive and is now in the United 
^States. Carter escaped from Jones- 
,Aown when he was chosen to be one 
three cult members to carry more 
Kthan a million dollars in cash and 
^ar ous letters to the Soviet Embassy 
in Georgetown. 

Although Jonestown is a ghost town 
.'occupied only by a detachment of 
j;Guyanaese police, the headquarters in 
^Georgetown still serves as a residence 
for about seven cult members who 
•have either chosen not to return to 
IJhe United States or are being held 
■ as material witnesses in the Amos 
;_deaths. 

ft Observers here have wondered how 
►remaining members of the Peoples 
.Temple stili in Guyana have been 
-supporting themselves. They dine reg- 
.ularly at tiiis city’s best restaurants. 

One of the Georgetown survivors, 
►Paula Adams, still has contacts with 
.^prominent Gu.yanese, including an 
• ambassador and a well-known attor- 



ney. She has admitted having had an 
;affair with the ambassador. 

In another development, it was 
learned here that Rex McKay, the 
attorney representing Beikman, Jones 
and Larry Layton, traveled recently 
lo the United States. Layton has been 
charged with killing Ryan and four 
others at Port Kaituma and attempt- 



ing to kill three other persons in the 
same attack Nov. 18. McKay report- 
edly went,_in part, to arrange for pay- 
ment of his legal fees. 

Sources said McKay asked one of 
the defendant’s families for $20,000, 
to be paid to a bank deposit outside' 
Guyana, tyhether he received the 
money or whether he met with any- 
one else connected to the Peoples 
Temple while in the United States is 
not known, the -sources said. 

Reports of Jones Fortune 
Denied by Mother-in-Law 

RICHMOND, Ind., Jan. 28 (AP)— - 
The mother-in-law of Peoples Temple 
leader Jim Jones, the man who led 
more than 900 followers to their 
deaths in a mass suicide-murder ritual 
last year, has denied reports that the 
cult founder left a multimillion-dollar 
estate. 

“What has been publicised about 
Jim and his millions just isn t true.’’ 
said Charlotte Baldwin, mother of 
Jones’ wife, Marceline, who died 
along with Jones and two of their 
children at the temple settlement in 
the steaming jungles of Guyana last 
November. i 

Baldwin, who lives in this western i 
Indiana community where Jones and I 
his wife were raised, said Jones’ | 
adopted daughter, Suzanne, 26, told 
her a $17,000 account in Nassau and 
some property were Jones’ only re- 
maining assets. 

However, at a hearing held Tuesday 
in San Francisco to dissolve the 
church and establish a receivership, it 
was determined that Peoples Temple 
had known assets of $12 million. 

Suoerior Court Judge Ira Brown 
named Robert Fabian, an attorney 
and banker, to wind up the temples’ 
financial affairs as its receiver. 



